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Proteſtant Diſſenters, &. 


S the Writer of this Letter 
8 profeſſeth himſelf to be a 
Diſſenter, ſo do I too; and 
when he is pleas'd to tell the 
World his Name, I ſhall no 
longer make a Secret of mine. Writing 
in Ambuſh, throwing Invectives from 
behind a Hedge, is by no means a fair 
way of acting: A skwlking Author may 
have ſome Reaſons to publiſh his little 
Work, but he muſt have a great many 
more to be unknown; for whoever is hurt, 
he himſelf will be 2 3 When he dares 
A 2 to 


8 


to be publick, and anſwer what I have 
now writ, he ſhall find me a fair Oppo- 
ſite, and may expect from me a larger 
Account of thoſe Matters that T am now 
led into. | | 

I, who have ſeen enough what is lately 
done among the Diſſenters, cannot be 
without my Suſpicions, that the ſame 
Man muſt be both the Author and Darling 
of this Paper; the Perſon whom it comes 


from, as well as the Perſon whom it points 


and directs us . He that is known upon 
all Occaſions, to be drawing a Flattery 
from others, will have no great Pain in 
laying it thick upon him/elf. That the 
whole Deſign of this Performance is to 
remount a certain Perſon to that Intereſt 
among the Diſſenters from which he has 
fallen, is plain by the ſtupid Commen- 


dations that are here given him. 


We have an Account how the Occaſſo- 
nal and Schiſin Bills were repeal d, That 
this came not ſo ſoon as was expect- 
ed“; which is true enough, But the 
Charge ought never to be drawn up by 
the very Man that undertook to make us 
all eaſy in the Delay; who pleaded for 
it, when ſome Members of the Houle of 
Commons met upon a grand Conſult; 
and whoſe bare Word was given out as a 
ground of Satisfaction to that People, 

| that 
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that it was not yet a proper Time. How 
that comes now to be mention'd as a 
Head of Complaint, which was then 
never ſpoke of, but under his Approba- 
tion, I cannot conceive ; unleſs he thinks 


to 


act in Politicks as he does in Religion, 


and admire a Court as he does a Congre- 
gation ; that is, ſo long as they admire 
him. 
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Aſterwards, he ſays, © theſe Laws 
were indeed repeal'd, but the Way in 
which it was done in the Lower-Houſe 
ſhow'd, that thoſe who engag'd in it 
were ſick of the Work, and thought it 
a troubleſome Task. You had indeed 
their Votes, but what was neyer ſeen 
before, in an Affair of that Conſe- 
quence, it was carried as if nothing 
was to be offer'd in Defence of it ; not 
one of the Courtiers had any thing to 
offer in your Behalf; one of your own 
Body was forc'd, no Body elſe appear- 


ing an Advocate for you, to wipe off 


the Reproach.“ HE had indeed, on 
all Occaſions, ſhown the greateſt Con- 
cern for your Intereſt, and this was 
the only Inſtance one cou'd have wiſh'd 
you another Advocate.“ If we had 
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been uncertain before, who it was that 
directed the writing and ſpreading of 
this Paper, here's a Paragraph that lays 
the Deſign open all at once. The Diſ- 
ſenters can be no longer at a Loſs u 
whom their Eyes muſt now be fix d, if 
this Author makes any Impreſſion: And 
I am confident every Reader will imagine 
that I have gueſs d right by the Name 
that he finds in the Margin. 

But oyer-doing, is undoing, the Falſe- 
hood is too much, and the Impudence 
too groſs, If they who can teach us 
Moderation in preaching the Treth, 
would direct their Freinds toa little more 
Moderation in telling of Lies, it might 
be better for their purpoſe. For, 
Firſt, how ſcandalous is it for any to 
ſay, that we had none in the Lower- Houſe 
to plead our Cauſe, or that the Perſons 
who did it were fick of the Work? This 
is a Falſhood ſo unguarded and unbound- 
ed, that we may ſuppoſe the Man who 
writes it, is never to be convinc'd; for 
it is the ſame Attainment to be victorious 
over Shame, as it is to be triumphant 
over Reaſon. At that time it was our 
common Diſcourſe, which People told 
and believed with Pleaſure, that we had 
the Zeal of Ten or Twelve Gentlemen, 


whoſe Names might eaſily be mention'd. 
And 
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And if they had not appear'd very much 
in carneft, the Bill mnſt have ſunk ; for 
beſides the Load that the Tories were 
ſute to lay upon it, at that time the 
Fury of the Whigs againſt one another, 

expos'd it to the Oppoſition of a Party 
that uſed to be our Friends. 
| Secondly, As the Court propos d that 
Repeal, and promoted it to the uttermoſt, 
ſo it would look very ungrateful in us, 
ſhould we ſuffer a triing Malecontent to 
wreak his Reyenge _ them, by teach- 
ing us to deny their Kindneſs. We had 
ſcarce a Dozen Diſſenters in the Houſe, 
and how can we expect the Favour of 
ſuch an Aſſembly for the Time to come, 
if it lies in the Power of ſuch as are Lo- 
vers of themſelves, to fill us with a Con- 
tempt of our greateſt Benefactors? 

Thirdly, Tho' the Author makes a 
very little Matter of this Repeal, by tel- 
ling us, that our School-Mafters are ftill 
under great Hardſhips from former Laws, 
yet the Man whom his Paper fo exalts, 
made a mighty Noiſe of the Favour that 
was ſhown us, in a Preamble to thoſe 
Heads 6 rok which he prevail'd upon 
ſome Miniſters at Salters-Hall to a- 
dopt. 


Fourth- 
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Fourthly, There was Care taken 23 — 
this Bill mould appear in no heath ht, 
than as an Act of Friendſhip to us "A 
thoſe of the eſtabliſhed Church: To = 
purpoſe the few Diſſenters we had in the 
Houſe were eaſily prevail'd upon not to 
ſpeak, for this Reaſon, viz. that his Ma- 


jeſty's- Care about us, and the Steddineſs 


of thoſe to whom he committed the whole 
Affair, might have their full Evidence. 
I own indeed there was another Argu- 
ment, why they of our own Perſuaſion 
ſhou d be filent, (vig.) becauſe a certain 
Perſon whom no Advice can cure of his 
Incontinence, was ſo well known for te- 
dious unmoving Harangues, that as it 
was common for Multitudes to leave the 
Houſe, when he role up to ſpeak ; ſo 


by that Means we might be in danger 


of loſing the Bill. Every Diſſenter, ex- 
cept himſelf, ſaw the Goodneſs, of this 
Reaſoning; but they that are full, muſt 
run over; nor was it poſſible, by all 
our Importunity, to protect the Houſe 
from the Toil they were ſo much afraid 
of. I mention this to ſhow the good 
Temper of our Freinds, and their Zeal 
for the Cauſe, when even that Speech 
did not make them delert the Service, 


Fiſthly, 
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Fifthly, What muſt we think of the 
Author, when he adds, This was the 
ONLY Time you ever wanted another 
Advocate. What an Opinion muſt he 
have of his own Sufficiency? But it 


agrees well enough with his Humour, 
to be at the Head of your Body. 


Sixthly, He adds, that This Advo- 
cate (for, by the way, he never calls 
him this Gentleman, for now he's a 
Lord) had on. all Occaſions ſhewn the 
greateſt Concern for your Iutereſt. This is 
a Matter that ought to be decided by 
Things, and not by Words. Don't heed 
what a Company of ſpeaking Trumpets 
tell you, who will bellow out whatever 
he blows in. But enquire who it was, 
that has tore your Churches in pieces at 
London, and wou'd have done it at Exeter? 
What Treatment ſome younger Mini- 
ſters have given the Elder? What 
Thanks they have had from him for do- 
ing ſo? How he has, upon all Occaſions, 
encourag'd a Denial of the Truth, and 
an injurious Carriage to thoſe who ap- 
pear'd in its Cauſe? 


B He 


* 
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He has honour'd the Violence, the 5 
Hiffing, the Noiſe and Paſſion of a cla- 
morous Company, with the Name of 
making a noble Stand. He has made 
ſeveral amongſt us, who wear long 
Wigs and Swords, drop the Gentleman 
as much as they have done the Chri- 


tian in all their Behaviour, as if he 


was deſirous to carry his Cauſe by a 
Company of Arian Bullies, He has 
been the Patron of thoſe who have de- 


parted from the Faith, a Skreen to Infi- 


dels out of Parliament, and Stock-job- 
bers in it: So that though this Paper is re- 


commending him to your Eſteem, yet 


do you never admire the Things that 
the Lord hates, a proud Look, a lying 
Tongue, a Heart that deviſerh wicked 
Imaginations, Feet that be 2 77 in run- 
ping to Miſchief, a falſe Witneſs that 


ſpeaketh Lies, and him that ſows Diſcord 


among Brethren. 


The Author goes on with a String 


of Lies, that I need only repeat, and 


leave every Reader to confute. As 
when he ſays, © You are the principal 
„Part of the Vhig Intereſt in the King- 
« dom; that by your Means and Votes 
& alone, the King is upon good Terms 

with 
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« with his Parliament : That the far 
« greater Part of the Proteſtant Diſſen- 


« ters think it commendable to ſhow 
« their Charity to their Brethren of the 
« Eftabliſh'd Church, by joining in-Com- 
60 munion with them. This laſt is what 
every one of you is capable of contra- 


dicting. But the Man writes without 


all Shame, as if he had a mind to make 
the filly Scandal more current, That tho 
you will not ſwear, yet you'll te, le 
no Charity to the Eſtabliſh'd Church, to 
do what we have always ſcrupled. But we 
have a more honourable way of ſhowing 
our Eſteem for em now, in agreeing to- 
gether, 10 contend for the Faith that was 
once deliver'd to the Saints; thus ſpeaking 
the Truth in Love, and thus-bolding the 
Head. 

He goes on with a heavy Complaint, 
and rowls it up in a Threatning: * That 
« the Repeal of the Occaſional Bill 
« remains a dead Letter; for no ap- 
% parent Benefit has accrued to your 
„ Brethren thereby; and you have rea- 
* ſon to believe, that the Neglect and 
« Coldneſs that has been ſhown you, 


will not be alter'd but by your Con- 


«© dud.” Our Brethren all over the 


Kingdom know very much of this to be 
8 falſe; 


[12] 
falſe; ſeveral who cou'd not be in the 
Service of the Government, but upon 
the heavy Terms of never going to a 
Meeting, are reſtor'd to their old Ea 
ployments; and many more are admit- 
ted to new ones: So that if you obey the 
Author, as little as you muſt believe him, 
his Advice and his Reports will equally 
paſs for nothing. But wou'd not any 
one ſuppoſe that the Perſon in whoſe Fa- 
your all this is writ was neglected? And 
can there be the leaſt room fora Complaint 
on this Account, if you do but confider, 

Firſt, That in the late Reign his Jour- 
ney to Scotland about the Union, was 
rewarded by a Place in the T7 
Houſe of a Thouſand Pounds a Year. 
And whether he was over-paid or no, 
many that know his Conduct will be 


able to judge. TI ſhall not now mention 


his trifling Carriage at Dalkeith, and o- 
ther Places upon the Road. But the 
great Merit of his Expedition was, to 
adviſe the Scotch not to inſiſt upon the 
Repeal of the Teſt Act in their Parlia- 
ment, and to promiſe em, that it ſhould 


be removed in ours. I know he has all 


along arrogated the Succeſs of that great 
Affair to himſelf; and ſome that are bis 


Believers will talk it for him with about 
as 


%” 
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as much Senſe, as the Philiſtines ſaid 
that Sampſon was routed by Dagon. 

Secondly, Theſe Murmurings are the 
more intolerable, as they come {from one 
who tells the Court he can do what he 
will with the Diſſenters; and tells the 
Diſſenters, he can do what he will with 
the Court; and has ſuffer d his Ad vo- 
cates to give it out, that for want of his 
Favour, our laſt Addreſs was not preſent- 


ed to his Majeſty. 


Thirdly, Has he not been greatly ho- 
nour'd, and made a Peer of Ireland, the 
ſame happy Week that Sir ohn Blunt was 
made a Baronet of Great Britain? And 
it's remarkable, with what Diſtinctions of 
Fayour he was then advanc'd. We ſhould 
never have known of his Modeſty, if it 
had not been ftuck into a Patent; and 
this publiſh'd twice at large in Latin and 


Engliſb in one Week by the Fying-Poſt, 
which at that Time was a Paper ſo much 


in Vogue, as to give the Nation the fa- 
tal South-Sca Scheme three times over, 
by which the Managers of that Deſign 
had their End, and ſome Thouſands of 
People their Deſtruction. Nay, if what 
my Lord ſays is true, His Majeſty was 
pleas'd, in Perſon, to direct the Quar- 
tering of the Royal Arms with the 
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Bs, and thus before he was a Coun- 


ſeller, own'd him for a Couſin. This 


vain Talk is what he has entertain'd his 
Friends with, whom he makes Scepticks 
to every thing elſe, but Enthuſiaſts to 
himſelf. Tis time, if we cannot ſtop 
his Mouth with what he has gor, to do it 
with what he has ſaid. | 

Fourthly, He has obtain'd the Honour 
of preſiding over the Harburgh Affair, in 
a very ſtrange Neglect of the Gentlemen 
who contriy'd the Scheme, and whole 
Experience and good Senſe made em 
thoroughly acquainted with Trade: And 
yet ſo kind has the Government been to 


his Lordſhip, that aſter he had ſpent ſe- 


veral Hundred Pounds of the Company's 
Money in a Ramble to Hanover, the 
Man that did this, is appointed to rule 
em. Can ſuch a one as he complain? 
Fifthly, His Intereſt has been very 
powerful, as himſelf us'd to boaſt, how 
many People of Berwick he had fſery'd; 
that for their ſakes he was perpetually 
teazing the Treaſury. And this we know, 
if any of our Miniſters have been turn'd 
out for Ariauiſin, &c. he thinks himſelf 
bound in Honour to get 'em into profi- 
table Places. His Name ſeems to be the 
laſt Refuge of a blaſted Preacher, And 


n 
when Men are too vile for our Pulpits, 
his Recommendation can make em good 
enough for his Majeſty's Service. i 

Sixthly, We have had Stories of his 
receiving 6000 Pounds, and that he has 
a Reverſion of one of the. beſt Poſts in 
Ireland. But if theſe are true, as the 
one is 7255 and the other to come, for 
want of a little preſent Good, the Repeal 
of the Bills muſt till remain a dead 
Letter. 

I will indeed do him all the Juſtice that 
I can; perhaps he has been diſappointed. 
Im well aſſur'd, that at Hanover he ſol- 
licited the Government of Barbados; 
and whilſt he was there, many of his 
Friends gave it out in all _—_— 
that he was either to be Secretary of 
State, or one of the Lords of the Trea- 


fury. Whether theſe Balks might not be 


the Occaſion of all the Growling of this 
Paper, I will not examine. 
The Letter complains of that in which 
I ſhall heartily join him, “ That the 
« Inſtitutions of our Bleſſed Lord are 
% made uſe of in Matters of a mere 
« Civil Nature.” But we all know, 
who it was that gave up that part of 
the Repealing Bill, and repreſented our 
whole Body as ſatisfied with it. In the 
We 5 
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[ 16 ] 
Weft, he diſſuaded our | Brethren from 
inſiſtingon it, and oppos'd a great Num- 
ber of thoſe, who look'd upon it as a 
National Evil, that the Table of the Lord 
ſhou'd be made fo contemptible. 
The whole of his Advice is in the laſt 
Paragraph, That it is juſt and prudent 
for Proteſtant Diſſenters to vote a- 
„ gainſt all ſuch as oppoſed the Re- 
„ peal of the Occaſional and Schiſm- 
« Acts. Not to vote for ſuch as vo- 
“ luntarily abſented themſelves. when 
© thoſe Acts were repeal'd, whatever 
% Recomendations they may have, 
« To be cautious and reſerv'd in en- 
« gaging their Votes and Intereſts for 
6 any, till they are affur'd that the Can- 
« didates Fre in the Intereſt of Liberty, 
or till they have advis'd with their 
„Friends, who will be very ready to 
« inform 'em of Men's Characters, and 
« who are the fitteſt to repreſent emꝰ. 
I paſs over his witty Diſtinction be- 
tween voting againſt ſome People, and 
voting for others, as an innocent Piece 
of Nonſenſe; it means no good, and 
can do no harm. But is there any thing 
that our Friends in the Country can 
underſtand by this Advice ? The firſt 


Part of it is only pertinent, where the 
| Candi- 
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Candidates have: been Members: of the 
preſent Parliament, which, I hope, will 
not be often. I believe the whole Na- 
| tion having tried theſe for Seven long 
Years, are deſirous of a very New Par- 
8 /iament, But who are the Friends that 
| muſt adviſe you, and are ſo ready to in- 
form you -of Mens CharaQers, and who 
are the fitteſt to repreſent you? Where's 
this Office of Intelligence kept ? Per- 
| haps you'll think that they who have 
done it formerly may do it again. But 

that's not the Deſign of the Paper. 
There's a Miniſter in London, to whom 
the Town of Berwick has, upon every 
New Choice, applicd for his DireQion 
or Aſſiſtance above One and Twenty 
Years, and without whoſe Influence the 
preſent Members had never been ſo much 
as nam'd amongſt 'em, Yet him they have 
treated with Ingratitude, Irreligion, and 
Falſhood; they have endeavour'd to make 
him the Infamy of the People; bullied 
him in Pamphlets, belied him in. Con- 
verſation, and procur'd ſome in tha: very 
Town to call him both a Knave and a 
Madman. The Deſign therefore of this 
Direction, that you are to adviſe with 
your Friends, is not to enlarge a Cor- _ 
reſpondence with your Brethren in ge- 
neral, 
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ncral, but to draw you into a Dependance 


upon a ſingle Humouriſt, who thinks to 
have his own Terms at Court, by gui- 
ding your Votes for a Parliament. 
The beſt Rules that T can give you 
are ſuch as theſe. Wade abc 
- Firſt, If Gentlemen in your own 
Neighbourhood offer themſelyes, you 
are better Judges of their Characters, 
than any in more diſtant Parts can pre- 
tend to be. If they are Men of good 
Eſtates, free and unincumber'd, they will 
be the more likely to parſue the Inte- 
reſt of their Country, and live ſuperior 
to all Temptations, See to it, that they 
be Perſons of a clean Character. Rakes 
and Drunkards, who are a Scandal in 
their Country, cannot, without a groſs 
Abuſe of the Word, be reckon'd in that 
ſober Purty you have always appeared 
'for. 214 Doi. 
Sccondly, Be ſure that they be hearty 
to the Cauſe and Spirit of the Revolu- 
tion, to the Proſeſtunt Succeſſion as de- 
riv'd from it; and that they will be 
faithful to that Toleration, which is now 
by the Act of Union made a Part of the 


Conſiitution. | 2 


Thirdly, 


[19] 
_ Thirdly, If any that are Members of 
the preſent Parliament offer themſelves, 
enquire into their Behaviour, upon the 
late South-Sea Affair; Their Names and 
Actions are publick enough. Tis well 
known by how great a Majority in the 
Houſe the Bill was carried, which has 
brought us into ſo much Confuſion, 
There ſeem'd once to be an uniyerſal 


1s, Reſentment of what the Directors had 
17 done; and well there might, when the 
1 Cries and Groans of an injur'd Nation 


came up from all Parts againſt them 
But after this, ſome who had been the 
loudeſt in the Complaint, appear'd in the 


74 Defence of the Men. Their Reafons 
ay are not publiſh'd,. but may eaſily be 
NN gueſsd at. They moved in Favour of 
ols 


the moſt profligate Sinners, and did 
what they cou'd to encumber the Ju- 
ſtice of Parliament. Sheuld the Diſſen- 
ters chuſe any of theſe A 6 a1N, they will 
draw a Scandal upon their own Heads, 
but will never be able to remove the 
indelible Character from thoſe who fold 
themſelves to do Evil. 


C 2 Fourthly, 
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[ 20 
Fourthly, If they are Diſſenters that 
ask your Votes, be ſure that they are 
not Arians This Cauſe. is of the laſt 
Importance to you; for as you can 
never lie under a viler Name than that 
your Aſſemblies are a Neſt of Infi- 
dels, fo it will be impoſſible to avoid 
it, if the Men who have acted this 
Part already, are by you impower d to 
do it again. I own, that one of your 
Miniſters, in a Dedication to Lord 
B, firſt youcheth that he is not an 
Arian, and ſoon after ſays, that he knows 
nothing of his religious Principles. But 
he further tells you, that if he was an 
Arian it is nothing to the Purpoſe, nor 
has the Town of Berwick any thing to 
do with it, ' becauſe you do not chuſe 
Parliament Men to make Creeds. This 
is ſuch an Inſult upon your whole Body, 
that if you do not reſent it, the Nation 
will think you far worſe than Prieft= 
ridden. At the Time of the Toleration, 


and during the heavy Years that went 


before it, - not one of our Fathers were ſo 
much as ſuſpected of theſe damnable 
Hereſies; your Miniſters came chearfully 
into a Subſcription of thoſe Articles, 
that expreſs'd the. Fundamental Truths 
of our Religion. And it is but of late, 

that 
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[ 21 ] 
that any among you have departed from 
the Faith, giving heed to ſeducing Spirits. 
I'm ſorry that any of your Gentlemen in 
the Houſe of Commons, were Advocates 
for that Cauſe. If you ſend em thither 
again, we ſhall have a worſe Charge a- 
gainſt us, than a thouſand Schiſms and 
Seditions cou'd amount to. At the Time 
of the Reformation, there was not a 


Proteſtant Church in the World, that 


did not in the firſt place, confeſs the 
Doctrine of the Trinity; and if you are 
indifferent upon this Head, the Scandal 
will be the heavier on you, as it is al- 
together new. The Author of this Pa- 
per talks of the Friends of Liberty, which 
of late, is become a meer Arian Cant. 
They'll promote a Liberty of denying 
the Truth, but revile a Liberty of af- 

ſerting it, Is 
It will be hard for any in London, 
to give you Directions about all thoſe 
that deſire your Votes; and I be- 
lieve there's but one Man in the World 
that's vain enough to think himſelf 
ſo univerſally capable. But I'm ſatiſ- 
fied theſe Hints are juſt, and your 
Contempt of them will be dangerous. 
You have little Intereſt ſeparate from 
that of the Publick, but may act in 
concert 
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concert with | ſober and honeſt 
the beſt Meaſures 
for the fecuring of your Religion, re- 
viving your Trade, and ſhowing, that 
you are never the leſs  Chrifions ſoy 
being Difenters, ek. 


FINTS. 


